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An Introduction to the Montessori Environment

A MontessoriEducation
encompasseall areasof the child’s
life: academicsocial,emotionaland
physical.Montessorilnstructors,
referredto asDirector or Directress
dueto their role of directingwhatis
goingonin the environment,are
speciallytrainedin all areasof child
developmentAlthough some
schoolshavespecialists(music, art,
physicaleducation...)children are
typically exposedo all academic
areashy oneDirectress.

The environmentis preparedo
supportthe child’s naturalcuriosity,
needswantsanddesires.The
Directressandany assistantsn the
room preparethe room beforethe
childrenarrive. As the ageof the
childrenincreasesthe childrencan
participatein the preparationof the
environment(sharpeningpencils,
making surethereis anadequate

papersupply...).

Materialsin the classroomare
purchasedr createdby the
Directress.Most materiak are
beautifully craftedout of quality
materials,suchaswood, soasto last
andto be asnaturalaspossible.
Materialsaredesignedo meetthe
needsof eachchild andareintended
to beused by the children. The
materialsare setup on shelvesthe
children carefor (straightenand
cleaneveryday). The children

choosework freely from the shelves.

Work is setupin anorderly fashion
from easiesto hardestsimplestto

mostcomplex. Somework will
remainon a shelfyearround, while
othermaterialsmay be put out or
withdrawn dependingon children’s
interestandcurricular planning. A
materialthatis not usedby the
children over a period of time is
usuallyremovedfrom the
environment.Changingthework in
someway or re-introducingit ata
later date is often usedto regainthe
children’sinterestin the material.

Children areeither presentedessons
on amaterialbeforeusingthe
material or explorethe material
independentlyMany timesin a
Montessorienvironmentthe child is
allowed andencouagedto make
discoveries.The Directress
encourageexploration Exploration
is one of the componentf a
Montessorieducationthat motivates
childrento think independently.The
explorativenaturealsofostersalove
of learningnot alwaysfound in other
methodsof education.

Overthe courseof the yearthe
newsletterwill unveil different
componentf the Montessori
methodof education.
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Tips From Teachers: Montessori At Home

Parentswho actively seekout andchoosea Montessorieducationfor their children often look for waysto
implementMontessoriactivities at home.Following are someideasfor incorporatingMontessoriinto
your homeenvironment.

Kitchen:

x Keepbowls, plates,cupsandutensilsin alow cabinetso children canpreparetheir own food as
independentlyaspossible.Breakfad cerealcanbekeptin a small containerso children canget
their own breakfastMilk or otherliquids canbe keptin asmall pitcher. The small pitcher ensures
not too muchof the liquid will bespilledif the child hasanaccident.If the child doessgpill , allow
themto cleanup the spill.

Bedroom:

x Keepclothing in dresserghe child canopen.Encouragethe child to makechoicesin regardsto
their clothing. The child canchoosetheir outfit the eveningbeforesoa battle of wills doesnot start
off the morning.

x Keepachangeof bedlinensin anaccessiblespot. Encouragehe child to strip andremaketheir
bedwhenneededor appropriate.Thenthe child canassistin launderingtheir own bedlinens.
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Bathroom:
x Keepthechild's toiletries accessibleandkid friendly (nothingtoo fancy or unusable) Allow the
child, asearly aspossible,to participatein their own careof self.
x Keeptowelslow soachild cangetandreplacetheir towel.

Family Room:

x In lieu of atoy box, try settingup activities on shelves.If you havetoo manytoysfor this to be
feasible,think aboutputting someawayandrotatingthem Montessoriclassroomslon’t typically
showeverypossiblemateaial — materialsarerotatedto keepthe child’s interest.

x It is perfectly acceptablgo expectchildren to havegood mannersandcontrol themselvesTo that
end,leaveout somedelicate but replaceablatems. Justbecauseyou havechildrenin your home
doesnot meanyou can’t alsohavesomeof your own beautifulitemson display.

Play/OutdoorSpace:

x WhenDr. Montessoriproposedandsetup herfirst classroomsthe roomwassetup with agarden
areareadily availableandaccessibleSherecommendedaving gymnastictype equipmentin the
garden/playareafor the childrento havegrossmotor activities whenneededNot all Montessori,
schoolor homeenvironmentsaresetup in suchaway. However, if you havethe opportunityto
havea gardenand/orplay areaoutsideyour living areaencourageyour child to movefrom one
areato the next. The play equipmentneednot be huge,formal, nor expensive Spaceto run and
play is enoughfor many children. Adding variety to the outdoorplay areais beneficial (obstacle

{.}Q{.} course.climb throuahtunnel.slide. . ).
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Magnificent MontessoriMaterials: Mathematics

Mathematicsmaterialsmovefrom simpleto complex: red andblue rods, spindle box, goldenbeadmaterial, stamp
game,beadframe, advancetankgame.lnitially the children handleandtouch eachpiece.As the child gainsan
understandingf conceptstheylearnrepresentationsf quantities.
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Q& A

Q: I recentlyobserveda Montessori
classroomfor aday.| wasvery
impressedput | havethree
questions.

1. Theredon'tseemto beany
opportunitiesfor pretend
play.

2. Thematerialsdon'tseemto
allow childrento be creative

3. Childrendon'tseemto be
interactingwith eachother
very much

Any help you give mein
understandinghis would be
appreciatedThankyou very much,
BD

A: | applaudyou for taking thetime
to observein aMontessori
environment.Until you observein a
Montessorienvironmentyou may
not truly appreciateall that
Montessorieducationprovidesfor
your child.

Pretendplay is encouragedn a
different way thanin atypical,
Piagetianenvironment.Montessori
environmentsdon't typically have
dressup areasor play kitchens.
Rather we help the child learnabout
avariety of people(insteadof
dressingup like otherpeople)andwe
use miniature versionsof real kitchen
objects.So, childrenin a Montessori
environmentpreparefood anddo so
with itemstheir size.

Childrendo actually participatein
pretendplay, it justisn’t directedby
the MontessoriDirectress.Many,
manytimes| haveobservedchildren
usingthe knoblesscylindersand
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turning theminto spaceships,
dinosaurspeople...Although |
observedhe ‘pretendplay’ | did not
intervenebecausat wasnot harmful
to the child nor to the work.
Observingthe child usingthe
materialin this way alsoprovides
insight to the Directress.It shows
whatthe child is interestedn aswell
asareaghe child maywantto
explore (transportation space,
dinosaurs...)Unlessa materialis
being misusedor the actionsare
deemedharmful, mostMontessori
Directressewill notinterferein the
pretendplay behavior.In this way,
the children areallowedto be
creative.

In a Montessoriclassroonthereis
quite abit of interactionbetweenand
amongthe children. However, it is
respectfulinteractionsoyou don’t
tendto seeout of control behavior.
You may seetwo friendsworking to
build the pink tower or a small group
of friendslearningthe Banker’'s
Game.Therearesomematerialsthat
aremore appropriatefor an
individual child, but childrenareable
to work nextto or neartheir friends.
Appropriateinteractionsand
relationshipsby Montessorichildren
areobservedn andout of the
classroom Observeduring outside
play time and you will seelots of
interaction!

Any Montessori/educatiomelated
questionscanbe directedto the
editor at:

iweland@cox.net
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